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TAGS: PEBR 

SUBJECT: EGYPTIAN STATEMENT ON ISRAELI RESPONSE 

REF: CAIRO 15294 

SET FORTH BELOW IS STATEMENT ISSUED BY "EGYPTIAN 
OFFICIAL" THIS EVENING ON ISRAELI RESPONSES AS WE 
HAVE BEEN ABLE OBTAIN IT FROM REUTERS 

QUOTE: 

EGYPT REGRETS ISRAEL S FAILURE TO 
RESPOND FAVORABLY TO AMERICAN QUESTIONS ON THE 
FUTURE OF THE OCCUPIED WEST BANK OF JORDAN AND THE 
GAZA STRIP, AN OFFICIAL SOURCE IN CAIRO SAID TONIGHT. 

ASKED TO COMMENT ON THE ISRAELI POSTPONEMENT OF ANY 
DECISION ON THE ULTIMATE FUTURE OF THE TWO REGIONS, 

THE SOURCE SAID: "WE REGRET THE INTRANSIGENCE OF 
(ISRAELI PREMIER MENACHEM) BEGIN." 

BUT, THE SOURCE ADDED, EGYPT WAS "DETERMINED TO 
CONTINUE CONTACTS WITH PRESIDENT CARTER TO TRY TO 
FIND A SOLUTION TO THE MIDDLE EAST PROBLEM." 
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